SVN 3MI – Environmental Science

Independent Study Schedule

	TOPIC
	DATE
	LOCATION
	DETAILS

	1.  General Topic Search

	November 8, 2011
	Library (extra)
	

	2.  Referencing/ Plagiarism

	November __, 2011
	In class
	

	3.  Sources Search
    (Ann. Bib.)


	November 14, 2011
	2200
	DUE:  Nov. 15

	4.  Topic Selection 

	November 21, 2011
	Library (extra)
	DUE: end of class, same day

	5.  Thesis

	November 23, 2011
	Library (extra)
	DUE: end of class, same day

	6.  Research Periods
	November 28, 2011
(& review referencing)

November 29, 2011
December 5, 2011

	Library

Library

Library
	

	7.  Essay Outline

	December 8, 2011
	Library
	DUE: December 9

	8.  Essay Refining

	December 12, 2011
	Library
	

	9.  Final Essay  

	December 16, 2011
	Library (extra)
	DUE: THAT DAY

	
	
	
	


SVN 3MI – Environmental Science
Independent Study - Research Review of an Issue in Environmental Science
· The final draft of the essay is to be typed and double spaced with a font of 12-point, Times New Roman.

· The process of this study is as important as the final essay; therefore, timelines listed must be adhered to or a zero (0) for the process assignment will be earned.

· TWO copies of the final essay (along with the process work) are to be handed in on the assigned due date of DECEMBER 16, 2011.

· Remember - this essay is a research paper; not a story.  In your essay, you will be required to defend a position on your topic and use research to defend and/or prove your thesis.

Essay Formatting:

To help you conceptualize how your information will be organized, your final paper should follow the format outlined below:

a) Introductory Paragraph

-'hook'/intro sentence


-importance of topic (why do we care?)


-thesis


-topics A/B/C

-conclusion/transition

b/c/d) Researched information for each of your 3 topics

-intro sentence for topic


-statement of 3 supports for the topic with 3 separate and distinct references


-conclusion/transition

e) Concluding Paragraph 

(basically re-state your intro. paragraph, but use different words - NO NEW INFORMATION!)


-intro sentence


-importance of topic


-thesis


(-opinion…)


-topics 1/2/3

-conclusion

SVN 3MI - ISU Topics

Topics selected for this essay should meet guidelines outlined in the SVN 3MI curriculum: http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/2009science11_12.pdf
(pp. 150-163)
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The “Big Ideas” of this course are:

· Human Health and the Environment 
· Sustainable Agriculture and Forestry

· Reducing and Managing Waste

· Conservation of Energy

· Scientific Solutions to Contemporary Environmental Challenges

Six critical environmental-science issues are driving 21st-century America. These topics impact local and national economies, as well as ecology, and their solutions will significantly enhance our quality of life. The six issues are: biodiversity, climate change, biogeochemistry (meaning the biological, geological and chemical cycles regulating our ecosystems, which include water), land use, infectious diseases and invasive species.

Each essay will follow the general “recipe” of THESIS, supported by A, B, and C.

Suggested Topics  (ideas to get you started…)

· Global Warming – Is it happening or not?  Argue your choice.

· Global Warming – Natural or man-made phenomenon?

· Biofuel – Good or Bad for the environment

· Plastics

· Is Organic Healthier?
· Energy-Smartmeters (peak hour billing)

· Carbon Taxes / Environmental Fees / Carbon Offsetting Programs 
– Feasible? Good/bad?

· Kyoto Accord – Success or Failure?

· Enviro bylaws – pesticides

· Urban practices for fertilizing are detrimental to the environment because of…

· [image: image2.jpg]


Natural fertilizers…

· Naturalized lawns – biodiversity solving the problems of the monoculture

· Cleaning products (narrow down)

· Hybrid vehicles

· Carsharing Programs

· Automobile design

· Alternative building options (specify and compare to conventional)

· Farming methods (specify and compare to conventional)

· Composting toilets (specify and compare to conventional)

· Alternative forms of feminine sanitary products (specify and compare)

· How Does * Effect **?

· Why * Should be **

· General-Endangered Wildlife or Wild Places (specify)

· General-Renewable Energy Resources (specify)

· General-The World’s Oceans (specify)

· General-Toxic Chemicals (specify)

· Other?  Check your idea with the teacher!
SVN 3MI

General Essay Outline

Introductory Paragraph:

*must include:
-topic sentence




-importance of your topic




-thesis statement (this should be in ITALICS)



-paper organization (A, B, C)



-conclusion/transition sentence into first point

Paragraph Organization:

Paragraph 2 = Issue 1 – 2nd strongest argument/topic

Paragraph 3 = Issue 2 – weakest argument/ topic

Paragraph 4 = Issue 3 – strongest argument / topic

*Each paragraph must have a strong topic sentence which states what the paragraph will be about, as well as having a strong conclusion/transition sentence that will lead the reader into the next issue or point…

Concluding Paragraph

*must include:
-restatement of your topic




-restatement of your thesis

-For Comparison Essays: choose a side and let the reader know which side of the comparison you believe in more strongly and WHY, based on the information presented in your paper!

-For Persuasive Essays:  clearly indicate the direction of “persuasion” for your topic and WHY, based on the information presented in your paper!



-concluding sentence, to finish with a big PUNCH!

*Do not introduce new information at this time!
APA STYLE SUMMARY
  
Name:  





Due:  





General Format
-Choose a normal 12 font (easy to read, please!) and double space. 

-Use one-inch margins

*If you indent the first line of each paragraph one-half inch, don’t leave a space between paragraphs  BUT if you leave a space between paragraphs, you should leave the start of the paragraph left justified.

-For this report, please limit your number of pages to:  _____
  
Paraphrasing & Quoting

 
Paraphrasing is describing someone else’s idea or data in your own words. When you do this, you must acknowledge the source. You can place the source at the end of the sentence (Buckley, 1998). Alternatively, you can mention in the sentence, for example, that authorities such as Buckley (1998) provide cautions about plagiarism.

 
When you are directly quoting someone else’s words, in addition to noting the source, you must use quotation marks (for a brief quote within your sentence). Furthermore, as Buckley (1998) suggests, “whenever possible, make quoted material part of your own sentence structure” (p. 61).  Notice, the author’s name, the (date) and the comma before the quotes, as well as the second quotes followed by the (page) and a period.
 

You must use block quotation structure for a quote of 40 words or more. The quote becomes a free-standing block of text that is indented five spaces from the left margin. Quotation marks are omitted and the reference to the page number is shown in parentheses after the quote. Here’s an example using the classic definition of community organization developed by Ross (1967):

a process by which a community identifies its needs or objectives, orders (or ranks) those objectives, develops the confidence and will to work at these needs or objectives, finds the resources (internal or external) to deal with these needs or objectives, takes action in respect to them, and in so doing extends and develops cooperative and collaborative attitudes and practices in the community. (p. 40)

References 

(use this instead of Bibliography)

Your references should be included on a page at the end of your report.  They should be organized alphabetically first, then by most current date (most recent first), in the case of multiple sources by the same author.  Below, formatting for various reference sources is outlined.  For sources not included below, access the more extensive APA formatting resources through the Bluevale Library website:  http://bci.wrdsb.ca/library.

Books

Author, A. (20xx). Title of book: Capitalize first word of title and subtitle only (2nd ed.). City: Publisher.

 

Chapters From Edited Books

Author, A., & Author, B. (20xx). Title of chapter: Capitalize first word of title and subtitle only. In A. Surname (Ed.), Title of book in sentence case and italicized (3rd ed.; pp. 10-20). City: Publisher.

 
Journal Articles

Author, A., & Author, B. (20xx). Title of article: Remember to capitalize first word of title and subtitle only. Title of Journal in Title Case and Italicized, # of vol. (# of issue – only if all issues begin with page 1), 10-20.

 
Internet Publications 

When citing material from the internet in the text of your paper, use the author and date where possible. If no author is given, use the title in its place; if no date is given, indicate (n.d.). For direct quotes, provide the page number if possible. If no page number is given, provide the section, chapter, &/or paragraph: (APA, 2001, Citations section, para. 2).

 
For the reference list, provide the author, year, title, date retrieved, and source. When no author is identified, begin with the title, as shown below:

 
Electronic references. (2001). Retrieved October 19, 2001, from the American Psychological Association’s APA Style Web site:  http://www.apastyle.org/elecref.html  


For additional online samples, the following website has excellent examples for you to use as a guide: 

http://www.library.cornell.edu/resrch/citmanage/apa
Citation Machine

The Bluevale Library website also has a Citation Machine that can help you with your APA formatting.  Access the library site or http://www.citationmachine.net/ to use this feature.  Select APA as the format style then select the appropriate choices, depending on the resource you’re trying to reference. 

Assignment:  APA Practice

Practice proper APA formatting by completing the following activity.
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	Source
	APA Format

	Book

(i.e., printed source)


	

	Internet

(i.e., from the www.)


	

	Periodical

(i.e., newspaper)


	

	Online Journal:
______________


	

	Other:

______________


	


Annotated Bibliography

(excerpted from http://extend.unb.ca/wss/annbib.htm & http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm  )

What is an Annotated Bibliography?
An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is followed by a brief (usually about 150 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited.

Annotation Content:

The annotations indicate

1. the authority and qualifications of the author

2. the subject, scope, theme of the work

3. biases, omissions, or limitations

4. the intended audience

5. special features (graphs, charts, photographs, illustrations, statistics, etc.)

Annotation Style:

The comments vary in length and style.

1. Length of annotations: 30-150 words

2. Syntax: either complete sentences or fragmentary notes omitting introductory words and phrases, articles, and unnecessary modifiers. Be consistent; use one style throughout the bibliography

Annotation Format:

1. Hanging indents: these are now required for citations in the bibliography: the first line of the citation starts at the left margin and subsequent lines are indented. The annotation begins on a new line and is indented by TWO tab stops.

2. Tab settings: the Manual suggests that indentations should be "five to seven spaces or ½ in." (p. 289), although its own annotated bibliography entries (pp. 368-374) use indents of four, then two spaces.

3. Line spacing: APA sample entries use double spacing throughout, with no extra lines between entries.

4. Arrangement of entries: use alphabetical ordering (by author) in each section; some annotated bibliographies have separate sections for primary/secondary material or books/articles.

Sample 1:

Fowler, H. R., Aaron, J. E., & McArthur, M. (2001). The Little, Brown handbook. (3rd Can. ed.). Toronto: Addison Wesley Longman.

Well-organized grammar and composition workbook. Includes many useful exercises and examples and good sections on APA, MLA, and CSE formats. Inexpensive and widely available undergraduate text which also makes a useful general reference work.

Notes: The second and third words of this book title (Little, Brown) are proper nouns: they are capitalized because they are names and not because they are elements of a book title. 

Sample 2:  (long annotation)

University of Chicago Press. (1993). The Chicago manual of style (14th ed.). Chicago: Author.

     This standard reference for authors, editors, printers, and academics provides an exhaustive body of information about every detail of manuscripts and published materials. The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association cites it as a major source for its chapter on editorial style. It has extensive sections on punctuation, formatting, and documentation comprising over 600 pages. Other sections deal with manuscript development, legal considerations, and book production. The work is the oldest standard style guide still in use; the first edition was published in 1906 and it has been under continuous development since. 
      The size and complexity of the work creates some obstacles. Many sections of the guide set out alternatives rather than strict rules. Although the discussions are comprehensive and reasonable; some students find this variability confusing. The sheer bulk (921 pages) can also discourage; however, the chapter layout and indexing are excellent. The expense and size of the volume make it more of an institutional than a personal reference.

Sample 3:  ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY FOR A JOURNAL ARTICLE
The following example uses the APA format for the journal citation.

Waite, L. J., Goldschneider, F. K., & Witsberger, C. (1986). Nonfamily living and the erosion of traditional family orientations among young adults. American Sociological Review, 51 (4), 541-554. 


The authors, researchers at the Rand Corporation and Brown University, use data from the National Longitudinal Surveys of Young Women and Young Men to test their hypothesis that nonfamily living by young adults alters their attitudes, values, plans, and expectations, moving them away from their belief in traditional sex roles. They find their hypothesis strongly supported in young females, while the effects were fewer in studies of young males. Increasing the time away from parents before marrying increased individualism, self-sufficiency, and changes in attitudes about families. In contrast, an earlier study by Williams cited below shows no significant gender differences in sex role attitudes as a result of nonfamily living.

Annotated Bibliography – ROUGH WORK
Name:  






Due:  





Topic:  












An annotated bibliography is a list of sources that you have previewed and will be using in your paper.  It should include the proper APA format for your references, with a paragraph giving specific detail on information that will be useful to your paper.

For APA details, see:  http://bci.wrdsb.ca/library
The annotated bibliography will use APA formatting and be typed.  This page is only a worksheet to follow and for rough work…

	Source
	APA Format
	Critical Annotation

	Book

(i.e., printed source)


	
	

	Internet

(i.e., from the www.)


	
	

	Periodical

(i.e., newspaper, magazine, online article etc.)


	
	


Topic Selection
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Name:  






Due:  





Formulating a Thesis

Note:
( A report is a summary of available data, information and ideas


( An essay requires a thesis.  You are writing an ESSAY.

The thesis is the controlling idea for your essay.  It is the main thing you are saying about your topic. 

Your thesis should not be formulated until after you have examined the available research.

Steps in Developing a Good Thesis Statement

1. Select a Topic

2. Get an Overview

3. Formulate a question from which your thesis statement can develop.

Example:  What are the unique solutions that wind power generation provides?

4. Formulate a thesis statement that:

a. can be researched               b.  takes a stand               c.  is arguable.

Example:  Wind power generation provides unique and necessary solutions to the energy crisis we face today.
Begin the development of your thesis by completing this worksheet.
A.  In 2-3 sentences, explain why it is important to us (i.e., you, me, this class, this province, this country…) to understand this topic clearly.  Why do we need to be informed?  How does it affect us?  Why should we care?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B.  Propose three important main ideas about this topic that your research will attempt to address.  For each idea, provide (using APA formatting) one source that you will use.

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Reference:  

2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Reference:

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Reference:

The Thesis Statement

What is a Thesis Statement?

The thesis is the controlling idea for your essay.  It is the main thing you are saying about your topic.

An adequate thesis statement guides your thinking as you:

plan          organize          write          revise

Your thesis should not be formulated until after you have examined the available research.  Do not start your research trying to convince anyone of the “rightness or wrongness of a course of action, an institution, or a belief.”  You should be attempting to clarify the topic.

After you have had a look at recent research you will, however, form an opinion on your topic.  This could be the thesis of your essay.  Your thesis will be stated in the introduction and conclusion of your essay.

What it isn’t:
A thesis should not be too general or vague.


i.e., Wind power is an alternative source of energy generation.
A thesis should not state the obvious.


i.e., Wind power is important.
A thesis should not show that you have examined only one side of the problem.


i.e., Nuclear power should be banned as an energy source.
A thesis should not be self-contradictory.

i.e., Wind power should be the primary source of energy, although nuclear power should be kept as a necessary backup source.

Thesis Quiz:

Try the following quiz as a way of testing your ideas about what makes a good thesis.

In each of the pairs, one thesis is satisfactory and one is unsatisfactory.  Pick the good one!

1a. 
Media guru, Barry Duncan, says that students need to be taught to look at television critically.
1b.  Because television images of major politicians are so persuasive, students need to understand how television manipulates their voting response.

2a.  Mandatory installment in cars of blood alcohol monitoring devices would reduce the number of tragedies caused by drunk drivers.
2b.  Because of the suffering caused to the victims of drunk drivers, the government must impose stiffer penalties on people who drink and drive.

3a.  Recycling programs have saved regional governments millions of dollars.
3b.  In one region, a recycling program by the local government has generated new income from secondary fibre markets, saved thousands of dollars in waste disposal fees, and created hundreds of new jobs.
4a.  Hamlet’s tragic death is not the result of any failure on his character, as some critics insists, but the outcome of the moral rot in the Danish court.
4b.  This essay will discuss the reasons for Hamlet’s downfall.  

(baba)

Thesis Assignment
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Name:  






Due:  






1.  State the three ideas that you would like to address in your independent study (from topic selection).

(i)  _________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

(ii)  _________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

 (iii)  ________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
2.  Use the above ideas to formulate a thesis.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  Have 5 of your classmates re-write your thesis.

	Classmate’s Name
	Thesis

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


4.  Finalize your thesis from the information you now have and re-write it.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
You have now established a focus for your paper.

Go forth and research!

 Essay Outline
/20
Name:  






Due:  





Topic:  














Introduction

Importance/Hook:  












Thesis Statement: 
























3 Main Arguments:  
























Transition/Conclusion into first point:  






















Main Arguments:  /3




Supporting Proof  (3 per topic):   /9

1.  (2nd strongest point)

Topic Sentence: 












2.  (weakest point)

Topic Sentence: 












3.  (strongest point)

Topic Sentence: 












Concluding Sentence:  (in 1 sentence, summarize your 3 main arguments)


         /1

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How to Reference WITHIN your Work…

Short Quotations

If you are directly quoting from a work, you will need to include the author, year of publication, and the page number for the reference (preceded by "p."). Introduce the quotation with a single phrase that includes the author's last name followed by the date of publication in parentheses.
According to Jones (1998), "Students often had difficulty using APA style, especially when it was their first time" (p. 199). Jones (1998) found "students often had difficulty using APA style" (p. 199); what implications does this have for teachers?

If the author is not named in a signal phrase, place the author's last name, the year of publication, and the page number in parentheses after the quotation.

She stated, "Students often had difficulty using APA style," but she did not offer an explanation as to why (Jones, 1998, p. 199).

Long Quotations

Place direct quotations longer than 40 words in a free-standing block of typewritten lines, and omit quotation marks. Start the quotation on a new line, indented five spaces from the left margin. Type the entire quotation on the new margin, and indent the first line of any subsequent paragraph within the quotation five spaces from the new margin. Maintain double-spacing throughout. The parenthetical citation should come after the closing punctuation mark.
Jones's (1998) study found the following: 
Students often had difficulty using APA style, especially when it was their first time citing sources. This difficulty could be attributed to the fact that many students failed to purchase a style manual or to ask their teacher for help. (p. 199)

Summary or Paraphrase

If you are paraphrasing an idea from another work, you only have to make reference to the author and year of publication in your in-text reference, but APA guidelines encourage you to also provide the page number (although it is not required.)
According to Jones (1998), APA style is a difficult citation format for first-time learners.
APA style is a difficult citation format for first-time learners (Jones, 1998, p. 199).

For your final References Page…

General Web Pages

List as much of the following information as possible (you sometimes have to hunt around to find the information; don't be lazy. If there is a page like http://www.somesite.com/somepage.htm, and somepage.htm doesn't have the information you're looking for, move up the URL to http://www.somesite.com/):

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of document. Retrieved from http://Web address

NOTE: When an Internet document is more than one Web page, provide a URL that links to the home page or entry page for the document. Also, if there isn't a date available for the document use (n.d.) for no date.
Online Encyclopedias and Dictionaries

Often encyclopedias and dictionaries do not provide bylines (authors' names). When no byline is present, move the entry name to the front of the citation. Provide publication dates if present or specify (n.d.) if no date is present in the entry. When listing the URL, give only the home or index root as opposed to the URL for the entry.

Feminism. (n.d.) In Encyclopædia Britannica online. Retrieved from http:// www.britannica.com 

E-mail and Other Personal Communication (like interviews)

E-mails are not included in the list of references, though you parenthetically cite them in your main text: (E. Robbins, personal communication, January 4, 2001).


Failing all else, use the Bluevale Library website and its CITATION MACHINE (click on this option on the right side of the page), to plug in the information that you have and it will tell you what your reference should look like.

http://bci.wrdsb.ca/library
References Rough Work
As you work, copy the information from resources (books, magazines, websites) into the spaces below, so that you can complete your references.   Submit with your project.

Book/Magazine/Newspaper information:

Author:

Book Title:

Year:

Pages Used:

Book/Magazine/Newspaper information:

Author:

Book Title:

Year:

Pages Used:

Book/Magazine/Newspaper information:

Author:

Book Title:

Year:

Pages Used:

Website Information:

Author:

Date:

Title:

Website URL (from the box at the top of the screen):

Website Information:

Author:

Date:

Title:

Website URL (from the box at the top of the screen):

Website Information:

Author:

Date:

Title:

Website URL (from the box at the top of the screen):

Website Information:

Author:

Date:

Title:

Website URL (from the box at the top of the screen):

Website Information:

Author:

Date:

Title:

Website URL (from the box at the top of the screen):

Website Information:

Author:

Date:

Title:

Website URL (from the box at the top of the screen):

Website Information:

Author:

Date:

Title:

Website URL (from the box at the top of the screen):

Website Information:

Author:

Date:

Title:

Website URL (from the box at the top of the screen):

Website Information:

Author:

Date:

Title:

Website URL (from the box at the top of the screen):

Website Information:

Author:

Date:

Title:

Website URL (from the box at the top of the screen):

Website Information:

Author:

Date:

Title:

Website URL (from the box at the top of the screen):

Website Information:

Author:

Date:

Title:

Website URL (from the box at the top of the screen):

SVN 3MI          ISU – Summative Essay
Name:  






Topic:  






Essay Mark Breakdown:     








 /63
Content  /48

Paragraph 1:
Introductory Statement (topic and importance of it in relation to Env. Sci.)
0  1  2



Thesis Statement  (in italics, what are you trying to prove?)


0  1  2



Organizational Outline of Essay (3 points)




0  1  2  3



Transition/Conclusion Sentence





0  1













/8

Paragraph 2, 3, & 4:  Introduction of Main Point

0  1            
0  1            
0  1



Clear description of Main Point

0  1  2

0  1  2

0  1  2



3 SOLID Pieces of Support Information
0  1  2  3    
0  1  2  3    
0  1  2  3



Proof/Sources (properly cited)

0  1  2  3    
0  1  2  3    
0  1  2  3



Transitional/Conclusion Sentences

0  1            
0  1            
0  1













/30

Paragraph 5:
Summary of Points (In conclusion…)




0  1  2 



Restatement of Thesis






0  1



Restatement of Importance of Topic




0  1



Concluding Sentence (no new info.!)




0  1



Thesis Proven  (i.e., How well did your essay do what it was supposed to do?)
0 1  2  3  4  5
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Overall Presentation and Writing Style:  
0  1  2  3  4  5





/5
Style   /20  







- convert to mark 
/10
Typed:  0  1          Double Spaced:  0  1
         Essay Formatting  0  1  2

Punctuation and Grammar:  0  1  2  3  4     Spelling:  0  1  2          

Bibliography:  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10
   

EXTRA CONSIDERATIONS:  (on back)
OTHER STUFF

Introductory Paragraph

Name:  






Due:  





Topic:  












This worksheet is designed to break down your introductory paragraph by criteria, sentence-by-sentence.  Start by developing your thesis, as your paper will be formulated around your thesis.

What is a Thesis?

The thesis is the controlling idea for your essay.  It is the main thing you are saying about your topic.  Examine your research to date to assist in formulating your thesis.

Your thesis must do the following:

· Take a STAND.

· Be arguable.

· Be concise - make yourself sound.

1.  What is your topic? 

	


2.  Pose three questions that you would like to answer in your independent study:

	a)


	

	b)


	

	c)


	


3.  Re-writes:  You need to get 5 people to re-write your ideas and create a good thesis.  Hopefully, at the end of this exercise, you will have a GREAT thesis to guide your paper.

	Name 1:


	

	Name 2:


	

	Name 3:


	

	Name 4:


	

	Name 5:


	


Choose one of the preceding re-writes, or make up your own new thesis.

Now, you can move on to the rest of your introductory paragraph…
Introductory Paragraph:  Step-by-Step
	'Hook'/Intro sentence


	

	Importance of topic

(Why do we care?)


	

	Thesis


	

	Topic 1


	

	Topic 2


	

	Topic 3


	

	Conclusion/Transition


	


Once you have completed your rough work on this sheet, you need to produce your final introductory paragraph for submission.  Your paragraph should be typed and double spaced, and submitted with your rough work.

This assignment is due on:  




.

Opinion Paragraph

Name:  






Topic:  












The most important part of this paragraph is the need to express your opinion.  In this paragraph, you MUST take a stand and state what you think.  Remember, what you express, you must support with your research, so you still need to be careful about what opinion you choose to state.  'I' statements in this paragraph are expected!  (I know, I know…most of the time you need to avoid this in a paper.  Enjoy being able to express yourself!)

	Intro sentence


	

	Opinion on thesis


	

	Opinion on Topic 1


	

	Opinion on Topic 2


	

	Opinion on Topic 3


	

	Conclusion/Transition sentence


	


Once you have completed your rough work on this sheet, you need to produce your final opinion paragraph for submission.  Your paragraph should be typed and double spaced, and submitted with your rough work.

This assignment is due on:  




.

Comparison Essay Outline
Introduction Paragraph
Must include:
-topic sentence



-importance of your topic



-thesis statement (should be in italics)



-paper organization



-transition sentence into the first point

Paragraph Organization
Paragraph Two – issue 1

Paragraph Three – issue 2

Paragraph Four – issue 3

Each paragraph must have a strong topic sentence which states what the paragraph will be about, as well as have a strong transition sentence that will lead the reader into the next issue or point…

Concluding Paragraph
Must include:
-restatement of your topic



-restatement of your thesis


-choose a side, and let the reader know which side of the comparison you believe in more strongly and WHY, based on information you presented in your paper.  (your 3 topics)



-concluding sentence to finish with a big “PUNCH!”



**Do not introduce new information in this paragraph!!**

http://www.export.gov.il/Eng/_Uploads/4094world.jpg








