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	Harm from Hazardous Materials
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Hazardous or toxic materials are able to enter the bodies of humans and other animals in several ways: absorption, injection, inhalation and ingestion.

Absorption happens through the skin or the eye by contact with the contaminant.  Symptoms include: irritation, burns ulcerated skin, sores, and even blindness. 

Injection happens when the skin is cut or punctured and the contaminant is carried into the cut.  The contaminant is then entered into the bloodstream immediately.

Inhalation happens when small droplets or particles are breathed in through the lungs.  The body will often react by producing more mucous and the defence system may be overtaken.

Ingestion happens with something contaminated is eaten or is drank.

Humans or other living things can be exposed in two ways: directly or indirectly.

The effects of exposure to hazardous materials can be immediate (acute) or long-term (chronic).  Some long term effects can lead to chronic diseases such as cancer.

