LAB: MAKING SOIL

Name:  






Date:  






Purpose:  To study the components of soil.

Materials:
chocolate pudding


butterscotch pudding



graham cracker crumbs



_____________________


_____________________


gummy worms (optional)



clear plastic cups / bowls


spoons (optional)

Method:  ( /7)
Following classroom discussion, develop a step-by-step method of creating a soil profile with the ingredients provided.  

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Observations:
1.  Draw and label a diagram of your soil profile.  (/8)

Page =         /15
Questions:

1. What do the different layers of food represent in terms of a soil profile? (/5)

2. Based on your knowledge of soil, do these layers accurately represent the different layers 

in soil?  Why or why not?  What would you change? (/2)

3.  Complete a chart similar to the following chart on the four layers of soil: (/10)
	Layer
	Description
	Properties/ Make up

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


4.  Why is soil important in ecosystems? Be specific.  (/3)

5.  How does soil affect what lives in an ecosystem?  (i.e. how does soil affect what plants grow in an ecosystem? Based on these plants, what animals can then survive in the ecosystem?).  Use specific examples to help illustrate your understanding. (/5)
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Conclusion:  Answer in your Science Journal
How do humans affect soil and therefore affect the ecosystems? (/10)



Soil Layer Name    =   Food Layers





______________ = ______________





______________ = ______________








______________ = ______________








______________ = ______________








