
Is It Ever Okay?

Introduce your students to the idea of debate. Tell students you are going to put some situations they might find themselves in on the board. You want them to decide if it’s ever okay to _________ (fill in the blank with the situations listed below). If students have an idea to add to the list include it. For example:

Is it ever okay to:
· Cheat on a test?									
· Steal something?
· Have a drink at a party?
· Street race?
· Have sex while you are still in high school?
· Plagiarize a paper?
· Smoke cigarettes?
· Lie to a friend? Parent? Teacher?
· Break your curfew?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Get their reactions. Tell students that often ethical decisions are not as simple as they may seem on the surface. Look at each item on the list and ask students the same questions but give them a bit more information.

Is it ever okay to:
· Cheat on a test that’s graded on a curve if ten other people in your class are also cheating?
· Steal food if you were really hungry and couldn’t afford food?
· Drink at a party if you’re not 19 and don’t drink too much?
· Race on a street you know is almost always empty very late at night?
· Have sex while you are still in high school and dating the same person for two years and you are in love?
· Plagiarize a paper because you are going to fail the class unless you get an A on the paper?
· Lie to a friend if it’s to protect their feelings? To a parent if it’s to keep from being severely punished and you don’t think the punishment is fair? To a teacher if it’s to prevent your friend from getting into trouble? 
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